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Rwandan Iryamukuru adapts to U.S. culture as 
an international student

By Abbey Bowling 
Arts & features editor

Olivier   Iryamukuru  is from a “little bitty coun-
try in central Africa” – Rwanda. He found out 

about ACU in a program called Reach to Rwanda 
that takes students in Rwanda and helps them find 
universities in the U.S. – so when he finished high 
school, they helped him find a Christian university.

“I decided to come here because ACU is 
a Christian school,” said Irjamukuru, sopho-
more math and actuarial science major. “When 
I was looking for a school where to go in college, 
I was most looking for a Christian school where 
I would be able to grow intellectually and at the 
same time, grow spiritually and learn about Jesus.”

There are about 130 international students, 
including graduate students, enrolled this se-
mester. Students come from all corners of the 
globe – including Korea, Japan, Uganda, Ja-
maica, Singapore, China, Honduras, Guatema-
la, Mexico, France and Germany – so it’s an in-
credibly diverse group of students, said Veronica 
Whitt, international student services coordinator.

“Students get passed on to me from admissions 
once they have confirmed that they are coming to 
attend ACU,” Whitt said. “At that point, I start corre-
sponding with them to make sure they have all their 
ducks in a row in terms of pre-arrival arrangements 
and whatnot. Prior to their arrival, I also try to con-
nect them with current international students form 
their same country/culture so they can ask them 
questions about life as an international student at 

ACU… I also take care of orienting them on student 
life in America, classroom culture, and anything else 
pertaining to adjusting to the American way of life. “

Leaving home and coming to college is certain-
ly a big transition for any student, but it’s especially 
tough for international students entering a new cul-
ture while living thousands of miles away from fa-
miliarity. Iryamukuru said it was challenging trying 
to learn a new language and at the same time, trying 
to adjust to a new social life and school in Texas.

“Growing up in Africa, and coming here to a 
different country, you get a new experience and 
meeting new people,” he said. “But at the same 
time, it’s kind of difficult to be away from home ten 
months, or a year or two years. On that part, on the 
social part, it’s kind of difficult because you don’t get 
to see your friends, the ones you grew up with, or 
your family. But then, on the other part, it’s good be-
cause you’re getting a new experience meeting new 
people and learning a different language. We grew 
up speaking French in Rwanda, so coming here, I 
get to learn English. I’m having a great experience.”

Another struggle is feeling like he doesn’t belong 
to U.S. culture, since his home is 8,000 miles away.

“When I was back home, I wasn’t used to 
people asking me where I’m from,” Iryamuku-
ru said. “I feel like I belong to Rwanda, so I don’t 
have anybody asking me where I’m from. be-
longing to the place. This is not home. I don’t 
belong to this place.” Continued on page 6.
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